
August 2021

Dear 5th Grade Parents and Students:

Welcome to 5th grade! This year will be one of the most challenging and rewarding years
of your elementary career. Ahead of us, we have a lot to learn and many exciting
opportunities. You will engage in multimedia projects, read informative and intriguing
novels, learn about the founding of our Nation, be introduced to the study of biology and
chemistry, and many other exciting activities.

The 5th grade curriculum is packed. For this reason, it is important that students attend
school every day, with the exception of illness. Please make appointments before or after
school or on days off. If your child will be out for several days, be sure to pick up their
work so they do not get too far behind.

To be successful in math it is critical that students are fluent in addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division facts. All the concepts you will learn from this time forward
will require proficiency with these basic facts. If you are not yet fluent, you will need to
take the initiative to practice at home until you are.

Reading is a huge priority at this level. Students are required to read no less than 30
minutes a night. There will be personalized reading goals for each student. Reading
fluently and being exposed to a wide variety of literature is essential in developing the
skills needed to read to learn. Students will be engaged in reading and writing in all
subject areas. The material will increase rapidly in complexity as we progress through the
year. Attached please find a list of possible novels that will be used in the classrooms this
year. The titles will vary from teacher to teacher. However, each has been carefully
selected by our team based on its relevance to the overall curriculum and the awareness
of the diversity around us.

Writing will be an increased focus this year. We will be writing in all subjects. We will
attend to grammar, vocabulary and usage, content development, and organization, as well
as write for a wide variety of purposes. We will keep math journals, writing notebooks,
develop personal narratives, informational essays, memoirs, and persuasive essays.

We are looking forward to welcoming all of you back to school on August 24th. Please
look for emails from your individual teacher next week which will include details about
your class.

Sincerely,

The 5th Grade Teachers
Mrs. Atkinson, Mr. Lockhart & Mrs. Valverde


